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MIDST the variety of opinions reſpect- 
ing the Death of that late unfortunate 
Youth—the DAurhix of France, or, as he 
was by fome ſtiled, Louis XVII. it is no ſmall 
AtisfaQtion to the Publiſher of the preſent. 
Letters, that he can vouch for their authen- 


ticity, having been, for ſeveral years, in ha- 
bits of intimacy with the Writer—and whoſe 
name, he ſhould not heſitate to have in- 
ſerted, were it not that it might conſiderably 
expoſe his friend to danger and reſentment 


from the preſent ruling powers in that country. 

— That theſe Letters will materially aſſiſt in 
enabling the Public to form a ſomewhat ade- 
quate judgment of the real cauſe of the melan- 
choly event, and thereby relieve the ſubject 
„ from 
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from much of that obſcurity in which it ſeems 


involved, is pretty obvious from their external 


evidence. To give them faithfully is the duty | 
of their Publiſher—and which he has moſt 


trie diy and accurately performed. Ks 
| London, June 24th, 1795. 
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Mom amie, : Paris, June gth, 1795. 


8 you are not, per haps, ſufficiently con- 

verſant yet with our new modes of deno- 
minating the reſpective diviſions of the Annual 
Calendar, I ſhall adhere to our former appella- 

tions of the months, ſtile of dating. &c.— and 
the more eſpecially as you are at full liberty to 
lay the intelligence, 1 communicate, before a 
Britiſh Public. | 


| | Ere this reaches you, you will have heard 
announced, molt probably, the DEATH of the 
unfortunate Son of that moſt unfortunate of all 


APY Monarchs Lovis SgzE As to the 
B " bs deceaſed 


Dre 


e 4 1 — zs — 3 
— or _— —— 


„„ . —— oo” 
. 5 re. a x57 CRE IS 


——————————— — — — —— 


— L : - hs 


r r 


— 


<6) CY 
deceaſed youth, his releaſe from a world, in 
which he had no proſpect but perpetual impri- 


ſonment and miſery, may be conſidered as a 


bleſſing to him—but in reſpect of the hrelimi- 
nary motives for, and real cauſes of his death 


as well as the effects which ſuch an event is 


likely to produce in a political point of view, 


are ſubjects not unworthy diſcuſſion. 


To us on the ſpot, the almoſt ſudden deceaſe 
(fudden—as to any public conception of pre- 
vious indiſpoſition) was no matter of ſurprize. 


Our aſtoniſhment has long been, that he was 


not much earlier cut off—not on account of any 
perfonal conſequence immediately and actually 
in himſelf, for that his youth, and total inexpe- 
rience andignorance ofſtate intrigues, obviated— 
but in order to prevent him from remaining an 


object of attention to partizans, and a ground 


work for plots and operations againft thoſe, who 
had an intereſt in his impriſonment, and depri- 
vation of . 


When 1 advance, tuat the ruling Powers 
: among us had an intereſt alſo in his death, T 
am not unawares that I ſpeak againſt the opi- 


22 . „ 


nions 


1 
nions of ſeveral of our politicians. And if I 
miſtake not, 1 have noticed, at different pe- 
riods, animadverſions thrown out in ſome of 
your London papers, to the ſame purport— 
tending to prove that it was ſafer for our Re- 
public to have the Heir to the Crown in zmpri- 
ſonment and alive at home, than out of the 
nation, and at liberty and hence drawing con- 
eluſions, that the ſon of the deceaſed Louis was 
ſecure from all machinations againſt his life by 
the exiſting government. 


I muſt, nevertheleſs, take the liberty, my 
friend, to obſerve, that both our own and your 
reaſoners, on this point'of argument, were in 
error and that the more deep and ſagacious of 
our politicians were of a very different perſua- 
ſion in their private ſentiments, however pru- 
dent they may have deemed it not publicly to 
avow them. A few conſiderations will ſet this 
matter in its proper light. 


Let me premiſe, however, that by endea- 
vouring to ſhow, that our reigning Powers had 
an ntereſt in young Capet* s death, I do. not in 
the ſmalleſt degree mean to become an advocate 


for deeds (of the commiſſion of which I have 
not 
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the ome by adducing arguments to. 
the. above point, I do it ſolely with the view of 
laying 4 foundation of the ſtrong gelt PRESUMP-. 
T10N, from numerous facts, for ie and 


believing 


= That the life of the Heir to the CrRown— 


or r rather to the mi-fortunes of Lovis SEIZE, was 


terminated, yeſterday afternoon, in conſequence 
of artificial means practiced to undermine and 
gradually deſtroy his conftitution—and no leſs 
murderous in intention and effect, than the di- 


rect application of poiſon or the dagger. 


More fully, then, to pave the way for evinc- 


ing this horrible truth, 1 ſhall attempt t to remove 


the ſtumbling block of error, above ſtated 
viz —* that it was, not for the intereſt of the 


12 to put young Capet to death.“ 


Are they, who ſo peremptorily advance 
this opinion aware — that France, ſinoe the 
- commencement of her revolution, had never 
half ſo much to fear from enemies without, 
as within her territories ? As one complete. 
proof 


1 
proof or this fact, Aves the not at this very ind? 
ment experience, after victoriouſly conquering 
her numerous and combined external foes, the 
moſt alarrnin; 8 convulſions within—and even in , 
Hat quarter, where ſhe had begun to repoſe 
confidence? I allude to the rekindling of the 
internal wat in La Vendee, and among the. 
Chouans, with both whom the paſſion (if 1 may 
uſe the term) for M onarchy f 18 notoriouſly known 
Aill to reign moſt Pre 


Were I lelined to anticipate the ſtrong pre- 
ſumptive proofs (which I ſhall bring forward in 
my preſent Letters) of the murder of young 
Capet, I ſhould have little heſitation in ſaying 
that this rekindled civil war in the ſouth was 
a principal haſtenet of the tragic event, from 
the known love of loyalty in the Chouans, &c. 
towards the immured and unfortunate youth, — 
But to the point under diſcuffion— | 


As a I proof 4 the ſuperior danger to 
the Republic from internal conduffon than 
external attacks, may be mentioned the late 
ttemendous commotion in Paris when the 
National Convention itſelf was ſtormed and 
for a while at the mercy of, and in poſſeſſion 


oo 
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of the inſurgents.—At what moment was the 
welfare. of the Commonwealth ſo imminentiy 
at ſtake from foreign aſſailants, as at the above 
critical moment Fong domeſtic » ones And of 
theſe inſurgents, royale ifts were explicitly confi- 
dered by t the Convention to form a very conſidera- 
ble part. —The inſurrection likewiſe, on the ſame 
day, at. Toulon, which a ſecond, time gave for 2 
while that important place into the nk of thoſe 


| whom the Convention ſtile rebels and royalifts, 
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is ſtill further in ſupport of the — ad- 
_— | = ? 

Ir wh at a periiel alin foubign f rs i ars 
ety diſcomforted and put to the rout—all 
their former ſtrong holds in poſſeſſion of the 
troops. of the Republic—and two-thirds of the 
combination have either already made, or are 
ſuing for peace, and neither of the fugitive 
Princes of the family of Louis in power, or 
held in reſſ pect—under t theſe circumſtances what 


abſurdity can be ſo groſs as to advance that 


our Republic had more to fear from a any Prince 
without, of the family of Capet—then from a 
Prince within—who, though impriſoned, was 
daily becoming the . * and object of 


inſur- 5 


(* 
 mifurgents, that had ſo lately and ſo nearly 
overturned the whole fabric of the revolution? 
Or, in other words under the above ſtatements 
of indiſputable facts, can any abſurdity be more 
croſs than to aſſert that it would be more for 
the interęſt of the Republic to cut off Monſeur, 
who is no longer a rallying point of danger to 
France, than put a period to the exiſtence of 
young Capetz, whoſe cauſe, from a thouſand 
tender conſiderations, was infinitely miore dear 
to the royali/ts, and who, though in confine- 
ment, Was ſo recently made a pretext, at leaſt, 
for infurrections, which had well nigh demo- 
liſhed the whole fabric of the preſent be of 


SOVer nmant. 


1 How then, miy friend; any politician, on 
your or our fide of the water, can ſeriouſly inſiſt 
that the reigning powers of France had no 
intereſt in the death of him; who (whatever 

was the real motive) was more and more be- 
coming a rallying object of internal convul- 
ons of the moſt hoſtile nature to tlie very ex- 
Nence of the Republic itſelf, is to me a matter 
of real aſtoniſhment.——It will be ſaid, perhaps, 


that à re-eſtabliſhment of Monarchy was not 
* , the 


( 
| the open aud avmett object of the late inſur- 
rections. but look to the opinion and ſentiments 

of the CoNVENTTON itſelf on this point! 
Their voice their conſtant language, as ow, 
U may have repeatedly perceived of late, went di- 

realy to impreſs the public mind with unequi- 
vocal declarations, © that the inſurgents, in va- 
rious quarters, Were | principally compoſed of 
Toyalifts.” If this was the conventional opi- 
nion and avowment, it is furely a natural de- 
duction to advance that the exiſting govern- 
ment would be little anxious for the life of the 
youth, that was moſt pitied, and of counts; the 


moſt beloved by his pur tizans. 


That the royali/ts bad ſome object of attrac- 
tion common ſenſe niuſt allow. The queſtion, 
then, is Whether the magnet chiefly reſided 
in young Capet, or in Monfeeur, the Count of 
Artois—or any other of his relatives ?—You 
will anſwer, perhaps, that 'tis not the particular 
individual, but the general cauſe of royalty, 
that ſtimulated the commotions—butT muſt re- 
_ ph+thatw internal convuljions, the object of 
the cauſe, who is neareſt the center of action 


and neareſt too in right 15 claim to the Crown, 
2 8 : is | 


as undeniably more to be dreaded by the aſſailed 
government, than a more remote object in the 
ame cauſe. In proportion, therefore, as any 
individual, whether under the deſcription of 
Prince or Citizen, becomes an object of dread 
to his opponent, or ſuppoſed oppreſſor, it is ſurely 
more the intereſt of the latter to get rid of him, 
than of another who is far leſs dangerous from 
attraction, attachment of Ne Kc. 


It wil ae 6 the * 1 little to ſay 


that goung Capet, from being a priſoner, Was 


perfectly in the power of the reigning govern- 


ment. That very confideration, 1 from 


rendering the youth's caſe more critical, im- 
preſſed his partizans with greater anxiety, and 

conſequently inſpired them with an increaſe of 
zeal to ſerve and maintain his cauſe. Had he 
arrived to years of maturity, and capable of per- 
ſonal exertions, he would, doubtleſs, been of 
more conſequence to his adherents, if at liber, 
than in a %- but then his attraction would 
haye been diveſted, if I may uſe the phraſe, of all 


thoſe attachments which cling round the heart 


from commiſeration—and which, though of the 


milder claſs of human paſſions, 18 capable 3 in its 
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operations of urging men, in the ſupport of their 
A to _— of anti heroiſm. - . 


| That theſe i. are 3 to the 
ideas and perſuaſions of our preſent rulers, is 
+ deducible from the avengeful activity they are 
at this moment purſuing in bringing to the 
block the heads of every rohaliſt, of whom they 
| have the ſmalleſt proof, or ſuſpicion of being 
concerned in the late inſurrections. And if they 
are thus eager to deluge the land with the blood 
of the barlizans of 5 he muſt be a cu- 
rious reaſoner, who can ſtill think, under all 
the foregoing circumſtances, that they would 
be backward to ſhed: that blood, which they 
daily experienced to be an exiſting and copious 
| ſpring of Apo convu Wo ons. 


To cheſe . e een we may add, in cor- 
roboration of the point diſcuſſed, that during 
former commotions, ſome members of the Con- 
vention were ſo fully convinced of young Ca- 
bi pet' 8 being the rallymy” font of the in uUT- 
gents, that they openly propoſed a decree to 
have the youth made a victim, from political 
| e, at * altar of the — But 
; 2p n 
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(an 3 


no antecedent convulſions from within, were 


in any degre ee ſo truly alarming to the very . 


exiſtence of the Republic, as thoſe which fo 
immediately preceded the death of the ſon of 


Loui or in which ſo many partizans avowed 


themſelves 'Loyalzſts. — Unleſs, therefore, we 
can ſuppoſe, that the Convention were blind 


to the aim of the Rebels, as they ſtiled the late 


Inſurgents in Paris and at Toulon or, when 
they declared royaliſts to have been princi- 


pally concerned, that they /poke one thing, and 


meant another, it is impoſſible to conceive, 
conſiſtently with a ſingle ray of common ſenſe, 


that our rulers could be longer tenacious of the 


life of.young Cabet. 


Away, then with the erroneous idea, that 


the reigning powers in France had not, from 


the weight and danger of the recent convul- 


ions, an intereſt in the death of that unfortu- 
nate youth—whom ſome of the members were 
wont, on variius occaſions, to ſtile ! the 

young 1. 190 
1 muſt — my friend, caution you againſt 
conceiving, from my adducement of theſe facts, 
to ar the above opinion, that I am my- 
| {elf 


(116 
ſelf an mivacate, for any political expediency, 
for eutting off young Capet. I urge them, let 


; me: repeat, from. the ſole view of demonſtrat» 
ing, that there was no impediment, from any 


Prejudice or policy in the breaſt of the Con- 


vention, in favour of the youth's exiſtence, to 
prevent his experiencing that fate which has 


long hung over him, and the infamy of which, 


1 am equally. ready, as the moſt, ene ro 


elit, to, condemn. and execrate. 


. fs 
/ 


"The may” 7 ou prepared, and the ares: 
in my humble opinion, removed, which haſty 
reaſoners threw. in the way of the accompliſh- 


ment of the black deed, which Jam convinced 


has been committed, I ſhall now proceed to an 
exhibition of thoſe circuraſtances that, I truſt, 


will no leſs elucidate this apparently dark tranſ- 


| action, than tend to fix your opinion on the 


ſubject. as decidedly as my own.—But as this 
will afford ample matter for other Letters, I 
ſhali releaſe for the preſent, your attention to 
me. The next diſpatch, however, ſhall tread 
cloſe on the heels of this, From your's, | 


inn Very trulz 
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LETTER) 


Mon 4 PER TAE | Paris, Aſi 11, 1708. 


my diſpatch of Tueſday, which 1 
KL hope has reached you fafe, this ſuc- 
ceeds.—To you, who know Paris ſo well, it 
will be no matter of ſurprize when T mention, 
that the death of young Louis XVII. (as he 
was ſtiled out of France) has already ceaſed to 
be a topic of public attention and converſa- 
tion. You will be inclined to aſcribe this to 
the levity and verſatility of a Frenchman- 8 cha- | 
racter, as you once did (I recollect) the tran- 
quility that reigned in Paris on the very next 
day, after a general commotion and ſhocking : 
maſſacre had taken place at ſome of our pri 
; ſons. 3 6 i 


1, in ſome meaſure, my friend, fubſcribe to 
your charge—though | I fear the more principal. | 
_ cauſe of our rapid tranſitions from turbulence 
to quietude—from violence to Placidneſs —and 
from diſſatisfaction to content, is owing to our 
Revolution having been marked Wich an un- 


remitting — in fucceſhon of extraordinary 
and 
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and aſtoniſhing events, from its very cominences 
ment to the preſent æra. The mind, in ſhort, 

when frequently ſubject to the impreſſion of 
ſurpriſing, violent, and fanguinary occurrences, 
oon becomes callous to even the affection of 


ſcenes of the. utmoſt horror and thus loſt to 


thoſe. ſenſibilities Which tranquil. life enjoys, 


views bloodſhed. without emotion—hears and 
talks. of aſſaſſinations with apathy—and ſud- 


denly ſinks from a whirlwind of conflicting 15 
fions into a, calm. 5 | 


: 5 
8 


To theſe cauſes may we place, in the inter- | 


| val of two or three days only, the general con- 


verſe about the death of young Capet—and. the 
now / general filence on the ſubject. M londay 


(the 8th inſt.) his deceaſe excited much atten- 
tion—Tueſday he was little ſpoken of Med - 


neſday ſcarcely mentioned and this day (Thur: 
day the 11th) n en. | 


This you'll far. my e is brain, 


by my on account, your idea of the levity and 


verſatility of the French character. You'll 


qualified ſenſe of the majority of Frenchmen, 


but 


1 ; 
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but not unzuerſally pervading them. — And 1 
muſt do myſelf the juſtice to pronounce, that 1 
am myſelf an exception to the generality, of the 
Charge - particularly ſo in the eaſe, above deli- 
neated, of the unfortunate young Capet.— His 
death, familiar to me as have been ſcenes of 
| horror, for the laſt three or four years in this 
city, has made me. ſhudder, and ſincerely ex- 
cited in my boſom heartfelt commiſeration for 
his unmerited and melancholy fate. Though 
young in years, he may be truly ſaid to have 
been old in experience of ſufferings and mi- 
ſery.— The unhappy youth (as I can confidently 
aſſert from the intelligence of a lon g and cloſe 
Attendant on him at the Temple) was by no 
means inſenſible to the gloomy proſpect before 
him, nor to the danger which the claſhing of 
parties ſtruggling for power and to circumvent 
each other, continually expoſed his life, 


It has been aſſiduouſſy inculcated, no doubt 
for political purpoſes, that the reſerve, back- 
wardneſs to activity, and ſometimes a ſeeming 
abſorption of the entire faculties, which marked 
the appearance and demeanor of the ſon of 
Louis Serze, was from the effects of an attach- 

3 ment 
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Hingst to 8. uit of dvdent ſdirits—That oppor- 
tunities might have been afforded the boy to in- 
ebriate himſelf by drinking ſpirits, and tempta- 
tions held out to him to innure himſelf to them, 
is not improbable, from the policy of endea- 
vouring to make him the inſtrument of his own 
deftrudtion—eſpecially as ſuch an attachment 
would no leſs ſurely than gradually u undermine 


his conſtitution. wt 


But from the 5a tive averments of that intel. 
rin above alluded to, no. fuch propenſity | 
was manifeſted by young Capet. .—His general 
liſtleſsneſs, apathy, and ſeeming inſenſibility, 
ſprang not from the relaxing and oppreſſive 
powers of liquors, but were the effects of a 
mind, young as it was, abſorbed in gloom and 
grief a d fully conſcious, as already intimated, 
of the precarious tenure of his life. 


The fact ſtated, at the time of Touis's im- 
pending execution, „of his ſon's ruſhing to the 
outward door of the Temple, and earneſtly im- 
ploring the guards, to permit him to go among 
the 3 ar to ſolicit them to ſave "hg poor pa- 


rent, was Dy * minutely as repreſented 
| and 


Wy 

and was no ſimall proof of the extreme ſenſi- 
bility of the youth's heart even at that early and 
melancholy period. That he felt, therefore, 
the loſs of his father with the moſt poignant an- 
guiſh, is but the natural deduction of the above 
ſtriking proof of the ſtrongeſt filial affection. 


That event deeply preyed on his ſpirits - but 
it was not until he ſuffered alſo the deprivation 
of his maternal parent and finally of his much 
loved aunt, the Princeſs Elizabeth, that murky 
ſorrow may be ſaid to have entirely wrapped 
him in her black mantle. From the moment 
he was: convinced, that his mother and aunt 
had trod the bloody path which led his father to 
the ſcaffold, and found himſelf ultimately ex- 
cluded from the only remaining ſociety of his | 
| fiſter, he became dead to the impreſſion of 
every object around him. — Tis true, indeed, 
that according to the frequent report of his 
guards, young Capet was generally found ex- 
actly in the ſame ſituation in which they had 
previouſly left him that is apparently torpid 
and inſenſible. This circumſtance, no doubt, in- 
duced a conſiderable part of the public to form 
an opinion, (eſpecially as it was countenanced 
b 1 „ 
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by infiruations. of the kind. for political ur- 
f9/es, and to; maſk the real cauſes. of his medi- 
tated; death) that his addiction to the uſe of ar- 


dent ſpares ch, the dlethingie ſtate above: f 


— 


But, my friend, as you KY mu Gn, 
at; various intervals, ſince the confinement. of 
the royal youth, a particular account of his 
table of diet, &c. as regulated, under an. ordi- | 
nation of the Convention, by the Commiſſion- 
ers at the Temple, not only for his parents and 


aunt When in exiſtence, but for the Dauphin, 


and his ſiſter alſo, not the leaſt trace is to be 
found in ſuch regulations of the ufe- of ſpirits 


| being allowed to any of the Royal Priſoners— 


and it is hardly to be conceived, that the at- 
tendants at the Temple would privately procure 


for, and indulge them in drinking ſpirits, at 


the riſk of their heads for acting againſt that 
ordination which expreſsly ſpecified their modes 
of living, in point of diet, &c. of ee 

mitted 0 thoie . 


— 
* 


FT 60; 


1f you are inclined to think, nal — 4 


. above. Rated: to have been, propogated, 


1 | that 


| (. 23 

that the Commiſſioners at the Temple had ſecret 
orders from the Higher powers to indulge young: 
Capet in the free uſe of hints, conſider the di- 
lemma in which you then involve the favorers 
of the argument diſcuſſed in my firſt letten 
that the Convention had u ntereft in the 
death of the youth for if the ſuppoſition: is to 
be granted, that the boy had free permiſſion by 
his cuſtodtants to drink ſpirits, the coneluſion 
then is inevitable, that it was a liberty granted 
him with a view of undermining his conſtitu- 
tion, and ſhortening his exiſtence—and di- 
rectly goes to prove, that the ruling powers 
fruvately thought at leaſt, that they had an int 
IN in his death. 


on the other best if'y you uppen r above 
obſerved) the permiſſion was allowed without 
the knowledge of the Convention, and againſt 
the regulations they ordained reſpecting tie pri- 
ſoner's table, this involves the groſs abſurdity 
of beheving, that his guards would: riſk their 
places ab leaſt, if not their lives, for diſobedi- 
enee of orders. 0 


But yy fact he the above torpid a in 
2704 | which 


8 


Which young Caßet is repreſented to have been 
frequently found, did not proceed from inebri- 


ation from the uſe of ſpirits, but from an ex- 
tinction of that flow of ſpirits which he uſually 
poſſeſſed, and from means uſed to debilitate his 


frame, as well as impreſs his mind with gloom 


and horror for the reception of which his own 
feelings, from his forlorn and miſerable ſitua- 
tion, were but too congenial.— Theſe means 
ſhall be ſtated in their proper place. 


But in reſpect to his dejection of mind, from 
a knowledge of the fate of his parents and much- 


beloved aunt (which was cruelly communicated 


to him in terms reproachful, aggravating, and : 


moſt afflicting), it is an additional ſeverity in 


the caſe of this unfortunate youth, that the 
effects of his ſorrow, from an apparent torpot 
of his faculties, ſhould have been infamouſly 
attributed to inebriation from drinking ſpirits. 


1 8 truth, the ſcene which this ill-fated youth 
was made to endure, after ſuffering the loſs of 
his parents, &c. was enough for manhood itſelf 
to bear and could it be entirely delineated, 
there is little doubt of its exhibiting a ſeries of 

fr | FE acts 


i 30 


acts no leſs diſgraceful to humanity; than diſs 
honourable to thoſe who commanded and exe- 


cuted them, —Sufficient, ne vertheleſs, has tran- 
ſpired throu gh the acquaintance, above inti- 
mated, of an attendant at the Temple, as tho- 


roughly, my friend, to have convinced me, that 


the death of the boy, by indirect means at leaſt, 
was the reſolve ofalmoſt every deſeription of party 


that ſucceeded to power. Direct aſſaſſination of 
him, like that of a former immured Prince in 


Ruſſia, was only ordered, in caſe the Temple 
had been aſſailed by »oyalr/ts, and a reſcue 
threatened. But intended murder by indirect 
and gradual means, whether by cloſe confine= 
ment, bad diet, frequent medicinal adminiſtra- 
tions, under pretence of curing a ſcrophulous 
habit, &c. is more execrable has a quick diſ- 
fatch—inaſmuch as one kills outright—the 
other by degrees—the former, . comparatively 


ſpeaking, is 8 e latter a Uingering tor - 


ture. 


mY you aſk; my FORTY when a raſdlution; 
took place, that young Capet ſhould never paſs. 
alive the outer gate of the temple, I anſwer 
from the firſt period when Toulon was taken 
| Pen 
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poflaffion of by the allherents to fallen monarchy, 
an ꝑut into the poſſeſſion of your countrymen; 
It . thatgivat of no you en en 


ho, ht hs the title of 33 XVII and the 
place, fleet, &. announced: by your Generals | 
and Admiral as held in truſt for him. Though 
a Pleantomecrown only Was thus. put on the 
dead of | this youth, it devoted him to wear a 
crown Kane and: 1 a > flow. ** certain 
1 5 ie ; 


5 


* J - 


C 
"* 
4 
FT 

'® 
1 

7 
* 

% 
% 
|: 

% 

ehr 


F 
Ser oe = ore pr ͤ 2 222 2 — es 
— XII 1 FT ILETY < WS > - >< E C45 - == 


: The finteeding: 1 out of ral 3 
war in La Vender, confirmed the reſolution that 
this young · adopted Monarch ſhould make his 
exit in the Temple and the late rekindling of 
the Vendee-was, and by the Ghougns—together 
| with the recent inſurrections at Paris and Tous 
ton, not only rivetted (if I may uſe the phraſt) 
the -re/olution, but haſtened, as I have before 
 Antimated, its final accompliſhment, in hopes, 
buy cutting off the avowed object, to diminiſh at 
leaſt, if not utterly induce an abandment of Ne 
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fore, of the Halder ſucceſs at Tbulon, that 
young Capet began to experience the effects of 


the reſolution 40095 ſtated. The firſt ſtroke 
was. to ſeparate him from the ſuperintendance 


of, and affectionate and reſpectful care mani- 


feſted towards him by his mother. She took 
pains unremittingly to amuſe his mind to 
make him uſe ſuch exerciſe as the place would 


admit and to narrowly inſpect and regulate 


his food and drink. All theſe attentions went 
immediately to promote and preſerve the youth's 
health but being in direct oppoſition to the re- 
ſolution aforefald: the firſt attack on his con- 
ſtitution was to deprive him of that maternal 
vigilance, which, inſtead of leſſening, conſti- 
tuted his health. He was, in conſequence, ſe- 
parated from his parent and from that mo- 
ment never more beheld her no not at the 
time ſhe was removed to the priſon Concergerie 
nor even Previous to her execution. 


- 


If you a inclined, my friend, to bp 
that his new attendants were active and anxious 
to give him amuſement or exerciſe—or mani- 
feſted attention to the regulation of his diet, 
&c. you have far more charity and humanity 

E towards 


28) 


4 8 them than they merit. When young 
Capet was inhumanly and eyerlaſtingly divided 

from his mother, it is notoriouſly known, that | 
he was a fine, hale, blooming boy—in leſs than 

two months after that ſeparation, an appear- 

ance, utterly reverſed, was a fact as flagrant— 

pale looks. ſpare habit foulneſſes on his ſkin— 

and total dejection of —_ its. The concluſion is 

inevitable. 
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| Speedily after the breaking out of the war in 
La Venaze, whole principal object was a re- 
eſtabliſhment of monarchy, my intelligencer 
informed me, that external applications were 
8 preſcribed for, and uſed on young Capet, in 
order to clear his ſkin, as pretended, of the | 
* eruptions, which neglect of eleanlineſs (by the | 
bye) had obviouſly brought on bim. rel 
medicines were at the ſame time exhibited, by 
way of alteratives, to rectify. and cleanſe (as 
was likewiſe humanely pretended) his impure 
blood. But if we may judge from the noticed 
| effects of thoſe applications and preſcriptions, 
j they had a very different operation on his health 
; than what was often febly propoſed. The external 


| applications acted as repellants, of the eruption 
! 4 5 0 
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on his ſkin, and ultimately occaſioned, in the 
opinion of many able men of the faculty, thoſe 
ſwellings, which he afterwards experienced on 
different parts of his frame. The internal medi- 
cines had ſuch an alterative effect, as very con- 
ſiderably to impair his appetite and otherwiſe 
affect his health; as from that period he mani- 
feſted a gradual waſte of fleſh. 


Yet, my friend, all theſe hreſcriptions were 
humanely ordered, under the ſpecious pretext 
of attentions to his health—that is—the ruling 
Powers were, by their inſtruments (to uſe one 
of your Englith phraſes) © filling him with 
kindneſs —or to ſpeak more phyfically—they 
were preparing, ſecundum artem, to doctor him 
out of the world, This refinement in the ſci- 
ence of diſpatching ſtate priſoners, under the 
maſk of a tender regard for their health, was 
in the preſent inſtance practiced with great ad- 
drefs, even to the concluding ſcene of this un- 
fortunate Prince ſince it cannot have eſcaped 
your notice, in reading lately the conventional 
report of the event of his death, what a pa- 
rade was made of the humane attention ſhown 

E 2 5: ee Do 


* 
. 
ial 4 
IF, \ 
Ws 5 
wy 4 
1 
. 
a0 £ 
A 

Wo: 

RY 3 
U 2 % 

17 
bw 
r k h 
4 Y 
4 
- T 
w v 

} | 
pg | 
47 

1 7 
I 

y [ 
„ 
i 1 1 
* 
* 
8 
: 

IN 4 
0 ' 
5% 

N q 
9 j 
4 Þ 

{ [1 
„ f N 
9 5 
1 


1 — P 


well might his guards report, that they found 


„ 
the youth by the [Faculty commiſſioned to at- 
tend him. 

| During the continuance of the internal Ven- 
dean war, young Capel” s. health, by the hind 
altentions above ſtated, was in a regular pro- 
greſs of declme—and as his confinement was. 
almoſt entirely ſolitary, his ſpirits : and his fleſh 
were equally waſting. The beſt 'of remedies 
—exerciſe in the open air—was not preſcribed 


him doubtleſs too from humanity—leſt the 


youth, by over-running, jumping, or the like, 
might throw himſelf into a fever. — They ten- 


derly, therefore, for the laſt twelvemonth 


locked him up in a cloſe room, for fear, to uſe 
the expreſſion of your poet Shakeſpeare— 


2 ne of Heav'n ſhou'd viſit him too roughly,” 


Thus debarred from all 2 except 
in the ſpace of a room in the Tower of the 
Temple, about twelve feet ſquare—depr ived of 


the company of his fiſter, the only remaining 


relative that was in exiſtence within the boun- 
daries of France, and labouring under afflic- 


tions of mind, and a debilitated ſtate of body, 


hun, 


(108260 
tim, on bringing his food, exualyci in the fame 
melancholy poſture they left him—which was 
reclined in a chair—with his cheek on his hand, 
eyes fixed on the ground, and with a counte- 
nance in which grief and deſpair were fully de- 
picted. In ſhort, the ſhaft of death might even 
at this interval be ſaid to have been deeply fixed 
in his boſom, and that if ever a child could be 


pronounced to be dying of a broken dae 


W n was the inſtance. 


Under this PET WES of ſorrows 'and 
weight of diſeaſe—loſs of ſpirits—loſs of appetite 
—and loſs, well nigh, of his intellectual faculties, 
was the devoted ſon of Louzs Seize haſtening 
to his grave, when the late inſurrections at 
| Paris and Toulon, and the rekindled war in 


La Vendee and by the Chouans took place. 


Being by theſe events more and more confi- 


dere as the direct object the inſurgents had in 


view, as well as the inſpirer (however inno- 
cently 10) of the renovated internal war, his 
exit became evidently a matter of political ex- 
| fedtency, in order to check thoſe riſings in 
various parts of the nation, which were ſtiled 


by 
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"diem. my 1 0 undiſguiſed be ſeveral, 
in official ſituations, was the opinion of this Ho- 
litical expediency for young Capet's death, that 

I can vouch to you, of my own knowledge» 
it was very commonly ſpoken .of ſeveral days 
before the announcement to the public of 
his alarming illneſs, and conſequent deceaſe. 
To very few, therefore, was the promulgation 
of his death a matter of ſurpriſe.— And how- 
ever difinclined ſome perſons might have been 
to credit the antecedent rumour, that the de- 
mile of the ill-fated youth was a matter of ex- 
peCtatian from political motives, the moment, 
however, they heard of the ſudden death of his 
former attending phyſician, Deſault, all doubt 
inſtantly vaniſhed, and the boy's doom was be- 
 heved by them to be inevitably fixed. 


Tt was obierved i in my firſt letter, chat young 
Capet's death was a circumſtance which h:d 
been long expected; —as every perſon of diſ- 
cernment ſaw, that the death, on the ſcaffold, 

of his aunt—the princeſs Elizabeth, was a « cer- 


(3) 
tain prelude to machinations to be practiced 
againſt his own life. That good and amiable 
woman, | whoſe! execution will reflect eternal 
infamy on the judicial tribunal - of France, 
-proved a ſecond mother, in all the points of 
care, attention, and affection to her orphan ne- 
phew— and whofe extreme reſpect and regard 
for him may be meaſured from that heroic an- 
ſwer which ſhe made to her judges, and which 


her execrable jury deemed fufficient to ſend 


her to the guillotine. —Being inſiduouſly asked 
on her trial her Name and Quality—ſhe 
nobly replied “ ELIZABETH—AUNT to YO 
PRESENT KING.“ 5 | 

To remove effectually SUCH A RELATIVE 
from the care and ſuperintendance of young 
Caper, was indiſpenſably requifite, in order 
the more eaſily and conveniently to undermine 
his health and conſtitution by thoſe infernal 
modes above intimated. The execution of his 
aunt, therefore, for the crime of a cordial at- 
tachment to him, was a ſure preſage in the 
minds of the bulk of the people, that the SON 
of Lovis was an intended victim for private 
deſtruction. 8 
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In reſpecl to the ſudden death of the Phys | 
5 Deſault, a few days previous to that of 
Kis ydung patient, all the water of the Sezne 
cannot waſh away the perſuaſion, that the ſecret 
moving: powers: deemed it expedient: likewiſe 
to have that perſon cut off, who has not eſcaped 
ſuſpicion of having been too great an inſtrument 
in accompliſhing the event under diſcuſſion— and 
Who, one time or other, might have divulged 
the black and damning train of artifices  prac- 
_ bd ner, 1 young es life, 


——— 


The Ene Wa of ts Go md. FRA 
5 ceremony, the day after the boy's death, 
by the two phyſicians who had only ſeen him 
but a day or two previous to his death, and by 
the ſurgeons appointed to open and report upon 
the ſtate of the body, will afford matter for a 
third letter and which I'll remit 5 with all 
* diſpatch. 
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70 have doubtleſs ſeen the report of thoſe 


phyſicians and ſurgeons, who were ſe- 


lected by the governing powers to make à re- 


port of the cauſe of the death of young Capet, 


as No ſmall aſſiduity has been uſed to diſperſe 


The great form and ceremony with which 
thi piece of fi ineſſe (for ſuch I can aſſure you it 
as 1 in general conſidered by us) was played off, 
has not been able to prevent a conſiderable ani- 
madverſion on the ſubject, the ſubſtance of 


| which I ſhall now fate to you. 


It was noticed in my firſt letter, that the 
alarming illneſs, and ſpeedy ſubſequent deceaſe 
of the unfortunate youth, were matters of /ud- 
den intelligence: in reſpect to the public at large 
no account, by authority, having been an- 
nounced of his antecedent indiſpoſition. When 
the thread of his life was nearly ſpun out, then 
indeed FY bulletin was iſſued—ſtating that the 
child was 5s afflicted with ſwellings—loſs of ap- 
eee accompanied with a fever that his for- 


F ä 


3 (36 
mer attending ſurgeon, De/aulz, had recently 
| died—but that Meſſrs. Pelletan and Dumangin 
Were appointed to viſit the patient, and afford 
him - every aſſiſtance, which their skill, judge 
Went, and bumanith, 145 adminiſter, 1 


Eo "This hind. attention an the part of Eg exe- 
cutiue powers, you will obſerve, my. friend, 
Was manifeſted but a day or two immediately 
preceding the demiſe of the fon of Louis XVI. 
and at a moment, in fact, when the caſe Was 
irrecoverable.— And ſo ſpeedily did the ſecond 
bulletin, breathing forth, likewiſe, great Au 
manity, tread on the heels of the firſt, that its 
announcement was no leſs—than the death of | 


the young. and miſerable victim. | 


9 


But how « came it, from this mighty parade of 
3 ten ge neſz and humane attention towards the 
immured youth, that no bulletin, ſtating his 
long previous indiſpeſition, had been iſſued 
for public information ?—If theſe phyſical gen- 
7 tlemen are to be believed in the report they 
ſigned, young Capet © had a /crophula of long 
Nanding—large ſwellings i in two difterent parts 
of his body—and his frame lean and emaciated,” | 
; All 


(CN 


All theſe matters could not have been induced 
of a | fudden—but been the en of time. 


Had the aumanity, OR of the ruling Powers 
been aſleep while this deplorable ſtate of con- 
ſtitution in young Capet was forming ?—or did 
they think a bulletin too much trouble to iſſue, 
in order to appriſe the public of his declining - 
and diſeaſed habit of body, or to mention what 
phyſical attendance was commanded to be given 

for ſtopping the progreſs of his diſorders ?— 
This ſurely ſhould have been done, ſetting hu- 
manity out of the queſtion, from policy, for 
the purpoſe of preparing the public mind for 
that cataſtrophe, which has fo recently taken 
. place.—To boaſt of their attention and ind- 
neſs at a period, when the child, from long 
neglett—ſtridt confinement—want of exerciſe 
bad diet, &c. was in the very jaws of death, 
was no leſs a mockery of all the principles of 
humanity, than a groſs inſult t to the underſtand- 
ing of mankind: 17 


Vou will obſerve alſo, my friend, that the 
phyſical characters, who attended young Capet 


during the laſt day or two of his exiſtence, and 
Fa aſter- 


| 
2 


aft 


eredit, therefore, of theſe hired reporters of 


( 38 2 


erwatds opened his body to find the cauſe of 
his death, had not antecedently been accuſtomed 


to ſee, or preſcribe for him—and therefore ig- 
norant, for want of Deſault's information, 
* who had juſt made alſo a ſudden exit out of life, 


of the various practices and means, by which 
diſeaſe, leanneſs, and foulneſs of habit, had ace 
cumulated on he ps child. . 


But e for a moment, that che enbſe 


3 they ſtated to have been the immediate one of 


his death, I am myſelf enough of a phyſician to 


tell thoſe figners of the report to 'the Conven- 


tion, that there were remote: cauſes of the child's 

diſſolution, which had induced the deplorable 
ſtate of conſtitution in which they found him— 
and which in the eye of ſtrict juſtice conſtitute, 
from defign and intention, the more horrid 
erime of gradual and deliberate murder. The 
zmmediate cauſe, for example, of a man's death, 
may be a mortification from a wound but the 


remote cauſes of that wound, if originating from 


the dark practices of hidden aſſaſſination, in- 
volves, indirectly at leaſt, the charge of murder. 
It would have been more for the honour and 


the 


( 9 ) 


the flate of the body of the deceaſed, if they 


had honeſtly inveſtigated the treatment of young 
Capet for the laſt twelvemonth what had been 
his diet the medicines exhibited to counteract 
His growing diſeaſes—and if any and what 
means had been uſed to ſubdue the ſwellin 95 

they ſpoke of —or to reſiſt the progreſs of his 


alledged ſcrophulous habit—and faithfully re- 


en ſuch treatment to the ue 


But that den my friend, thie W 1150 
ſtrong ground for believing, Was too black and 
clouded, to have been preſented. Direct aſſaſ- 
fination, either by the dagger or poiſon, is not 
the charge—but a meditated and executed plan 
of ſhortening his exiſtence by cloſe and ſolitary 
£0 nfinement—unwholeſome food—deprivation 
of exerciſe—and exhibition of medicines of 
qualities oppoſite to the intention of cure—in 
thort—the charge of every kind of neglect, by 
which health can poſſibly be preſerved, and 
diſeaſe prevented---and which comprehends a 
ſpecies of af/affenatton infinitely more cruel than 
* of the moſt men kind. 


If you aſk me, upon what 3 I 44. 
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vanee that ſuch was the neglect and ſuch the 
treatment which the ill-fated;youth experienced 
for the laſt twelvemonth of his exiſtence, I an- 
fwer—on. the. confidential communications of 
the attendant, to whom I have before alluded in 
theſe letters,” at the Temple, who repeatedly 
_ witneſſed, without the power to relieve, the 
wretched fituation and condition of the un- 
happy youth—and the abominable means prac- 
ticed to debilitate his conſtitution and afflict his 
mind.—But let us diſſect a little the report of 


thoſe who difſefed young * to find the 
* of his death. 


They bell 68 That previouſly to opening 
the body, they externally noticed a general 
leanne s of the frame - violet- coloured ſhots 
over the region of the belly, and a beginning 
hutręſaction near the ſcrotum and between the 
thighs.” —As to the general /eanne/s of the 
body, had they enquired into the quantity and 
quality of the victuals adminiſtered to the 
youth, for the laſt twelvemonth, they would 
have found a more ſubſtantial cauſe for it, than 
their preſumed one—of a Wen, * of 


WA dns 
As 


* 
As to the v0! et-coloured. "ſpots and putre- 
faden, which appeared externally, and fo 


ſpeedily as on the day immediately after his f 


death, it would have been no great matter of 


ſurpriſe had the deceaſed ſubject been of a gr 
Habit but that ſuch appearances ſhould ſo 


carly manifeſt themſelves on a lean corpſe, 


even ſuppoſing 3 its habit to have been ſcrophu- ; 


Jolle, puzzles, I aſſure you, my friend, oh 
8 faculty i in general of this city to account for.— 
And tics are not wanting many among our- 
phyſical fraternity, who in conſequence "Ree 
tate not to aſſert, that ſuch ſpots and putrefac- 
tion, ſo ſpeedily after death, far more indicate 


an exhibition of deleterious medicines, than the 


effects of e . old 0 ſerophula.” 


- There is another ground of ſuſpicion, on 
this point, which a ſurgeon of my acquaint- 
ance, and of conſiderable eminence in his pro- 
feſſion, ſuggeſted, that 1 think not unworthy 
your 1 notice.“ The Convention (obſerved he) 
were certainly of opinion that the public, from 
the child's ſudden announced illneſs and de- 
ceaſe, would entertain ideas of his having died 
a violent death—to obviate which, they were 


3 
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| Capet) for twenty four hours.” RY 1 f 
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———— to ſelect certain phyſical gente 5 
in het caſe as nies Sip articularly of the _ | 


Kind, it is neceſſary to open the body as ſoon 
as poſſible after death, in order to diſoover the 


conſequent inflammation of the parts, where 
fach poiſon acted; how, came. it, that the ope⸗ 


ration Was delayed. till the ſucceeding day after 5 


the vouth's deceafe, when ſuch internal evi- 


dence muſt, from obvious reaſons, be far, less 
| apparent ?—But {continued my friend the, ſur- 


geon) there are poiſons of the quid Kind 
par ticularly dada, when given. in a. doſe 
to deſtroy, that, will cauſe little or no inflam= 
mation in the ſtomach and inteſtines—and of 


the exhibition of which it 18 hardly poſlible to 


diſcover evidence, if the operation of opening 
the body be deferred (as 1 in the caſe of young 


CALLY 


"My "OY 7 — fargeon. 2 of bis falpicions 


likewiſe, that the Aubor « or. ſeeming inſeufibi- 
by. to objects, around him, under which the 


yauth's guards. reported they frequently, found 


him when they brought his food, was from the 
effects of opiate adminiſtrations, — Whether the 


boy 
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boy actually received his quietus from a liberal 
doſe of laudanum mult be left to time and the 
jarrings of party and confederates to diſcover 
but thus much is certainly aground! for ani- 
erf at A e £277? 10 ang 98 1 
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a That the y was not planks 10 Grin a 
teas as it ought to have been, for the end of 
removing the ſuſpicion, that the pots and 
early ſigns of hutrefaction preceded from an- 
other' cauſe, than _ W in the fab 
ſcribed „„ yh tqmazag on yarlt 


On this head it ought further to be remarked 
that though the furgical and phyfical re- 
Horters to the Convention aſcribed the above 
appearances, - and others they noticed inter- 
_ nally, to a /chrophulous habit, yet neither of 
them can pretend to aſſert, but that the hots 
in particular, and rapid ſigns of hutrefaction, 


are uſually the concomitant figns or ſymp- 


toms likewtle, after death, of the effects of por- 
Fon. The report, therefore, is utterly incon- 
eluſive, for forming a poſitive judgement of the 


direct or immediate cauſe of young Capet's 


{: I" + | s < 2 380 So G 5 death, 
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_ rity, from my intelligencer at the wes 


|  fieule the fineſſe of the report that has been 
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death, except its ſubſcribers had thus f * 


ee ee ee ety" 


"5 That tha violet ſpots, ſpeady es 


&c. are ſigns or ſymptoms. peculiariy belong- 


ing to /crophulous habits and are not in com- 


. 


Nor can a -oſkive "TREE from chain re- 


| Jon t be drawn, that the youth died exclufrvely 


of the effects of a ſtrophulous Habit, unleis 
they can peremptorily advance and demon- 
ee . 

r 


. That . are 11 | hoiſons of fach 22 


5 or of ſuch a nature, as to evade internal evi- 


dence of having been adminiſtered, ſhould the 
ody (like that of young Capet) remain un- 
e for . four hours after death.“ 


On theſe jitter: nana, I hall candidly ac- 
een e my friend, that I have no autho- 


uild ſuſpicion.— They are the anima 
of ſeveral of our phyſical tribe, who openly ri- 


made 


C 
made by order of the Convention. —All I fhall 
_ remark myſelf on theſe points is that, if from 
the preſent: urgent criſis of the internal fate of 
our nation, Ke inſurrections, &c. a di 


Fatcher was deemed expedient by our rulers to 
ſend young Capet to join his forefathers, in 


order to daſh the hopes, and demoliſh the views 

of his perſonal adherents, that a dꝛolent death, 
anticipated only in all' appearance, ml a very 
ſhort period a natural one. 


That by the Means and hractices, intimated 
in the courſe of theſe letters, his conſtitution 
was ſyſtematically undermined— diſeaſed and 
debilitated—and his mind, though an infant, 
as ſyſtematically depreſſed and enervated, (for 
the meditated end of cutting him off without 
the ſtigma of direct aſſaſſination) I have not an 
atom of doubt from the intelligence conveyed 
to me through the channel abovementioned.— 
How far the horrible doctrine, for murder, of 
Holitical neceſſity, has haſtened his death from 
the criſis and circumſtances herein ſtated, I 
ſhall leave to the judgment of you and your 
| _ countrymen, 


Devoutly 


Devoutly praying 
mile on both our nations, and that our cor- 
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